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September 2020 Newsletter 
From the Office - Welcome Back!  
 

We would like to start by extending a warm welcome 

back to all returning staff, students and newcomers to 

Naahii Ridge.  We hope you all had a restful summer 

and are looking forward to a new year at Naahii 

Ridge.   Our staff has been busy over the summer 

preparing for the new school year and we hope you 

are excited as they are to get reacquainted with old 

friends and to meet new ones.  September always 

brings with it a sense of newness and the opportunity 

to start fresh.  We hope you all enjoy this wonderful 

time of year.    

A big thanks to our custodial staff who worked 
diligently this summer to get our school looking top 
notch.  Thank you to Mrs. West for all her hard work in 
the office for a smooth start to the year as well. 
 
We are excited to begin a new school year that 

promises to be one of tremendous growth and terrific 

learning for all.  Together, we thank you for your 

continued patience as we navigate the new routines 

that accompany the LKDSB re-opening plans. We 

strive to continuously improve the educational 

opportunities available to all students.  At Naahii 

Ridge, we look forward to creating safe conditions to 

inspire and support learning at every level. 

 
Staff Updates 
 
We have several staffing changes that were made 
over the summer. Mrs. Fleming, Mr. Pfaff, and Mr. 
Martin are teaching for the Virtual school and we wish 
them all the best. 
 
We welcome Mrs. Roy and Mrs. Myers (RECE) to our 
Full Day Kindergarten program, Mrs. Conway to our 
grade 3/4 and Mrs. Kubinec to the grade 5/6 class. 
We also welcome Mrs. Lowther and Mrs. McFadden 
who will be supporting students in the role of 
Educational Assistants. Welcome, to the Thunderbird 
team! 
 

.  Our Dedicated Staff 

 
Principal                            Mrs. Aubertin 
Secretary                           Mrs. West 
JK/SK                                Ms. Natvik/Mrs.                  
                                          Hopper                                                                          
JK/SK                                Mrs. Roy/Mrs. Myers 
Grade SK/1                       Mrs. Armstrong 
Grade 1/2                          Mrs. Desbiens 
Grade 2                             Mrs. Hillman 
Grade 3                             Mrs. Sheppy     
Grade 3/4                          Mrs. Conway 
Grade 4/5                          Mr. Dick 
Grade 5/6                          Mr. Lucio/Mrs. Kubinec 
Grade 6                             Mr. Doyle 
Phys Ed                            Mr. Lucio 
Delaware/Prep                  Ms. Jacobs 
French/Prep                      Mme. Gauthier 
French/Prep                      Mme. Kerr 
Learning Resource           Mrs. Dennis 
Education Assistant          Mrs. Konency 
Education Assistant          Mrs. Lowther 
Education Assistant          Mrs. LaPier-Coulter 
Education Assistant          Mrs. McFadden 
Education Assistant          Mrs. Raine 
Education Assistant          Ms. Srigley 
Tutor Escort                      Ms. Whiteye 
Indigenous Support          Ms. Tobias 
Custodian                         Mr. Hooper 

 
 

 
 

Thank you very much for your patience as our school 
was re-organized the first week of September. With 
families choosing to participate in the Virtual Learning 
Model our full-time teaching equivalency was reduced, 
and the number of our homerooms decreased 
resulting in some changes of classroom teachers. We 
worked to limit the number of changes where possible 
and appreciate your understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Organization  

http://www.lkdsb.net/school/naahiiridge
https://fr.surveymonkey.com/r/SondageAccessibilite
https://fr.surveymonkey.com/r/SondageAccessibilite


2020-21 School Calendar 
 

September 29: Terry Fox Activities 
September 30: Orange Shirt Day 
October 12: Thanksgiving 
November 20: PA Day 
December 21-January 1: Christmas Break 
February 2: PA Day 
February 15: Family Day 
March 15-19: March Break 
April 2: Good Friday 
April 5: Easter Monday 
May 24: Victoria Day 
June 4: PA Day 
June 28: Last Day of School 
June 29: PA Day 

 

School Hours 

9:00                    Yard Supervision Begins 
9:15                    School Entry Bell 
9:15-11:15          First Instructional Block 
11:15-11:35        Primary Nutrition  
                           Break/Junior Recess 
11:35-11:55        Primary Recess/Junior  
                           Nutrition Break 
11:55-1:35          Second Instructional Block 
1:35-1:55            Primary Nutrition  
                           Break/Junior Recess 
1:55-2:15            Primary Recess/Junior  
                           Nutrition Break 
2:15-3:35            Third Instructional Block 
3:35                    Dismissal 

 

Safe Arrival and Dismissal  
 
Our school day begins with an entrance bell at 9:15  
am. Students are not permitted on the school yard 
before 9:00 as their safety on the yard cannot be 
monitored without a staff member present. Any 
student who arrives after 9:15 am will be considered 
late and be required to obtain a late slip from the 
office. Being present and punctual each day is critical 
in a successful school year. Following the routine of 
entering with their classmates and having a regular 
routine assists students with developing their own 
strong work habits.  
 
Our day ends with a dismissal bell at 3:35 pm. Buses  
will pick the students up, in two rounds, following  
dismissal. All students who are picked up by parents  
will be dismissed from the gym entrance. We ask  
that parents please meet the students on the  
sidewalk outside of the gym entrance to ensure safe  
crossing in our busy parent parking lot. Those who  
ride their bike/scooter or walk will be dismissed by  
their teacher. Should there be a need to arrange an  
earlier pick up time, please call the school office and  
ask that the message be given to the teacher and  
your child through the office. During dismissal time,  
there can often be congestion and confusion in the  
office area. To avoid this, we ask that parents please  

call the school before 3:00 pm to make alternate  
pick-up arrangements. We ask that parents and  
guardians refrain from using electronic methods to  
contact their children over the course of the day as  
this is very difficult to monitor and interrupts the  
learning which is happening in the classrooms.  
 
In the event that your child is absent from school, we  
would appreciate a phone call with the child's name,  
their homeroom teacher and the reason for their  
absence. If this information is not received by the  
school, a Safe Schools call will be made to determine  
the reason for the absence and that the parent is  
aware of the student's absence. According to Board 
attendance regulations, if there is no call and the 
office cannot reach a parent about reason for 
absence, the child’s absence is recorded as truant.  
 

Screening 
Parents/guardians are required to assess their 
children daily and disclose whether they are 
experiencing any signs of illness and are expected to 
keep them home if they are. Parents/guardians were 
provided with a checklist to perform daily screening of 
their children before arriving at school. All students 
who are experiencing symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19 must not attend school and should seek 
appropriate medical attention as required, including 
getting tested at a COVID-19 testing centre. 

 
Hand Hygiene 
Proper hand hygiene is one of the most effective 
strategies to prevent the spread of most respiratory 
viruses including COVID-19.  
 
Students and staff will be encouraged to wash their 
hands regularly, practice proper respiratory etiquette 
(such as sneezing into their elbow) and avoid touching 
their face, eyes, nose and mouth. Regularly 
scheduled hand hygiene breaks will be incorporated 
into the school’s routine.  
 
Wall mounted and/or free-standing hand sanitizer 
dispensers will be placed at entrances and exits, and 
hallways. Additionally, sinks with soap and water are 
available in many classes. Signage will be placed at 
all sinks in schools to explain the steps for effective 
hand washing. 
 

Masks 
Students in Grades 4 to 12 will be required to wear 
non-medical or cloth masks indoors in school, 
including in hallways and during classes.  
 
Outdoor times like recess can be used as 
opportunities to provide students with breaks from 
wearing masks if the students are organized to remain 
within their cohorts.  
 
 
Students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 will be 
encouraged but not required to wear masks in indoor 



spaces.  
 
Students are encouraged to practice wearing masks 
and learn what type of mask is most comfortable for 
them. Parents/guardians should provide non-medical 
masks or cloth masks for their children to wear to 
school.  
 
The LKDSB will provide backup non-medical masks 
for students who do not have their own. Face 
coverings that provide a tight seal at the chin and 
nose and cover the mouth are permitted (a gaiter for 
example), whereas face coverings that do not provide 
a tight seal at the chin and nose and cover the mouth 
are not permitted (a bandanna for example). 
 

Recess 
Elementary students will have the opportunity to enjoy 
recess. At this time, Medical Officers of Health have 
advised that outdoor activity has reduced risk and that 
playground equipment may be used. Classes will be 
assigned specific areas of the playground/schoolyard 
at recess. Students will practice hand hygiene before 
and after the break. 
 

School Visitors 
At this time, only essential visitors will be allowed to 
enter the school and must do so by making 
prearranged appointments. Any visitors to a school 
will be required to self-screen and to wear a medical 
mask while on school premises.  
 
Parents/guardians will not be allowed to enter schools 
at this time, except in case of emergency or a pre-
arranged appointment time. Parents/guardians of 
students requiring extra support to help get to class 
once safely at school should contact the school 
administrator.  
 
Communication between parents/guardians and 
teaching staff or administration will be through phone 
calls or email. 
 
 Visits to ensure school safety, such as inspections by 
fire prevention officers or by Public Health 
representatives, will continue to take place. 

 
Moving Between Face to Face and 
Learn at Home models 
Families wishing to transfer between face-to-face 
learning to Learn at Home or transfer from Learn at 
Home to face-to-face instruction must contact their 
principal according to the following timelines: 
 
 • Fall date: Families notify school by October 22. 
Student begins new program type on November 16 
. • Winter date: Families notify school by January 12. 
Student begins new program type on February 3. 
 • Spring date: Families notify school by March 30.  
Student begins new program type on April 20.  
 

Students moving between program delivery choice 
(i.e. face-to-face learning or Learn at Home) should 
anticipate changes in teacher(s).  
 
If space is available, the LKDSB will attempt to 
accommodate all requests sooner than the dates 
above; however, this will vary from school-to-school 
and grade-by-grade and may not be possible. 

 

Inclement Weather - Zone 6  
 
Naahii Ridge Public School is in Zone 6.  Please listen 
to local radio stations, visit www.schoolbusinfo.com, 
or download the My SBI Mobile App to receive 
updates on bus delays or cancellations due to 
inclement weather or other.  Busses in the morning 
that have been cancelled in the morning due to 
inclement weather will not return students to school 
in the afternoon.  If parents drive students to school in 
the morning, they are responsible to pick their children 
up and take them home in the afternoon.  Busses that 
have been cancelled in the morning due to fog will 
operate in the afternoon and to return students to their 
homes.  Please remember to call the school if your 
child will be absent due to bus cancellations.  
 

Communication 
Communication between home and school is key to 
your child’s success.  If you ever have concerns or 
questions, please speak directly to your child’s 
teacher.  If any concerns remain, please contact 
school administration.   
 

 
 

Forms  
There were two forms that were sent  
home last week. Completing these forms  
accurately and returning them promptly to the school  
is essential to the well-being of your child. You will  
have received the Student Verification Forms where  
addresses, phone numbers and contact information  
can be changed and updated. Having current phone 
numbers is essential if there happens to be a medical  
emergency and the school needs to contact parents.  
Should your phone number change at some point  
later in the school year, please call the school to  
update this information. Media Release forms were 
also sent home with each child. These forms are a 
method to have your student's photo published in the 
local newspaper or on the school website. Should you 
wish to have your child's photo remain out of the 
media, this information would be indicated on the 
Media Release form.  

 
 

http://www.schoolbusinfo.com/


Student Accident Insurance 
 
Did you know? Expenses from your child’s accident 

may exceed the benefits provided by your government 

and group insurance plans! Some costs may not be 

covered at all!  

 

Please note that the Lambton Kent District School 

Board does not provide accident insurance coverage 

for student injuries that occur on school property or 

during school activities including extracurricular 

sports. If a student is injured, parent(s)/guardian(s) 

are responsible for any costs not covered by the 

Ontario Health Insurance Plan (OHIP) or their 

employer’s health care plan.  

 

To help protect your family, consider obtaining student 

accident insurance which provides coverage against 

accident expenses including emergency dental care, 

ambulance transport, casts, crutches, physiotherapy, 

and more.  

 

As a convenience to you, the Lambton Kent District 

School Board has made an arrangement to offer 

student accident insurance through insuremykids®. 

 

Whether your child is involved in an accident at school 

or during non-school hours, insuremykids® can help 

protect you financially. Their most popular plan, the 

Platinum Plan, offers 24/7 coverage against accident 

expenses as well as out-of-province emergency 

medical coverage.     

 

To learn more or purchase an insuremykids® plan, 

visit insuremykids.com. 

 

Medication 
 
Medication, both prescription & non-prescription, 
should not be administered to students by school 
staff.  Specific criteria must be met for staff to 
administer prescription medication when it cannot be 
administered from home.  An “Authorization for the 
Administration of Oral Medication” form (available 
from the office), must be completed by the 
parent/guardian and physician, then forwarded to the 
Principal for each school year.  This includes the 
administration of occasional use medications as well.  
Should your child have a medical need (such as a 
severe allergy) that requires special emergency 
attention please inform the school and an “Individual 
Medical Emergency Plan” will be put in place.  The 
forms for this purpose are available in the office.   
 

Naahii is “Nut Aware” 
 
Please be aware that we are a “Nut Aware” school 
and as a result, we ask that parents not send foods 
containing nuts (including peanuts and tree nuts), to 
school to protect the safety of all members of our 
school community.  This includes any peanut 
substitution products, as once the product leaves your 
home, it is impossible to tell the difference.  We 
recognize that this is an inconvenience for some 
families, but thank you in advance for respecting the 
health needs of others.  For great suggestions on nut 
free lunches, visit www.eatrightontario.ca. 
 

Pediculosis (Head Lice) 
 
In accordance with Board policy, routine checks for 
head lice are conducted periodically as needed 
throughout the year.  Every effort is made to prevent 
the spread of head lice but affected students will need 
to be sent home and may be re-admitted after the 
appropriate treatment has been administered.  
Parents are encouraged to check their child(ren’s) 
heads at home on a regular basis. 
 

 

Orange Shirt Day  
 
Wednesday September 30th is Orange Shirt Day.  On 
this day we honour the survivors of residential schools 
as well as those children and young people who never 
returned home.  We encourage staff and students to 
wear orange and by using this day as a catalyst to 
encourage learning and understanding about the 
residential school system and the impacts that system 
has had on Indigenous Peoples.  

 
Electronic Newsletter  

 
Again this year, in an effort to reduce the amount of  
paper and copying, we are asking that parents please  
access the monthly newsletter and calendar through  
the Naahii Ridge Public School website. Each month,  
the newsletter will be posted as close to the  
beginning of the month as possible. There will be no 
paper copies sent home but we will have paper copies 
available in the office for pick up if you prefer. You can  
bookmark the site using the address  
http://www.lkdsb.net/school/naahiiridge/Newsletters 
 

Terry Fox Run 

 
We will be holding our school wide Terry Fox Activities 
on Tuesday September 29th.  

 
 

http://www.insuremykids.com/
http://www.eatrightontario.ca/
http://www.lkdsb.net/school/naahiiridge/Newsletters


School Cash Online 

 
Thunderbird parents/guardians - please remember to 
sign up for school cash online; info available on our 
Naahii Ridge website and the LKDSB website. Pay 
school fees online as a convenient option. 
https://lkdsb.schoolcashonline.com 
 

Student Transportation 
 
Reminder that parents all have access to an online 
portal where they can retrieve bus information for their 
students, update medical conditions and find other 
useful tools / information. Please use the following 
link: https://cklass.ca/services/student-transportation/ 
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